
Over the course of the 2022/23 school year, 
the 7th grade class at southern Arkansas’ 
Strong High struggled with 
reading. Two out of three 
students tested at the 
lowest level as “Needing 
Support.” Only a handful 
met the standard for 
“Ready,” and not a single 
student for “Exceeding.”

Then the entire class was 
enrolled in Star Academy’s 
“school-within-a-school” at 
Strong. After only a year,
the literacy crisis had been 
reversed. The number of 
students “Needing Support” 
had been cut in half. And 
those classed as “Ready” or 

“Exceeding” had rocketed from only 4% to a 
full third of the class.

Reading isn’t the only area in 
which these kids made huge 
strides. They also gained ground 
in other core subjects, while 
boosting their self-confidence, 
discipline, and social skills. 
That’s because Star Academy 
addresses the whole student, 
lifting them where they need 
support and preparing them for 
success in high school.

Star Academy has already 
transformed the lives of over
20,000 at-risk students, at more 
than 100 sites across the U.S. 
And we’re just getting started.

To learn more, visit StarAcademyProgram.com

In the Strong-Huttig school district,
literacy gains worth reading about.
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